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He has shown you, O 
mortal, what is good. And 
what does the Lord require 

of you? To act justly and 
to love mercy and to walk 

humbly with your God.        
Micah 6:8 

To do justice. To act justly.

There are nine words that are 
associated with the word, 
“justice,” in the Bible. Widow, 
fatherless, orphans, poor, 
hungry, stranger, needy, weak 
and oppressed. In this list of 
words, you did not find the 
word, “rich.” Rich is often 
associated with injustice. You 
don’t have to worry about the 
rich, because the rich will be 
able to afford justice. Worry 
about the widows, the 
fatherless, the orphans, the 
poor, the hungry, the strangers, 
the needy, the weak and the 
oppressed.

We are to work for fairness for  
the   little   people  of  our world. 

I remember that story from 
Charles Dicken’s England some 
two hundred years ago. At that 
time, many twelve year old 
boys were working below in the 
coal mines, down in the cold 
mine    shafts.   Their   life   was

miserable but that is what was expected of the little boys in England at that time: a life of 
work in the coal mines beginning at age twelve. The church would offer presents at 
Christmas time to the little boys working away in the coal mines. The church would offer 
charity and tom turkeys for the poor families at holiday time. The church would offer 
prayers for the little boys working away in the coal mines. One day, the law was 
changed so that little boys could no longer work in the coal mines and the law insisted 
that they go to school instead of go to the coal mines to work. Charity is giving 
Christmas presents at Christmas for the disadvantaged boys in the coal mines and 
charity is giving tom turkeys away at sacred holidays and charity is giving prayers for the 
little hungry boys. Justice is working to change the laws so that it was illegal for little 
boys to work in the coal mines.

Justice is working for the little people of our society and world, working for the widow, 
fatherless, orphans, poor, hungry, stranger, needy, weak and oppressed, so they get 
their fair share, that they are treated with fairness. Micah and his partner prophets in the 
Old Testament are very clear that a follower of the Lord does justice. Moses: “Justice 
and only justice you  shall follow.” The psalmist, “God loves justice and righteousness 
and steadfast love.” Amos, “Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an 
ever flowing stream.”

Micah 6:8. It is so clear. It is so easy to learn. The question: What does the Lord require 

of you?                Do justice.       Act Justly.

Let that marinate until we matriculate  again. 

From One In League With Justice 

To Those of God’s Justice League
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“A BIT STICKY”

“If I’ve learned anything about friendship, it’s 
to hang in, stay connected,” says journalist 
Jon Katz. “Don’t walk away, don’t be 
distracted, don’t be too busy or tired, don’t 
take them for granted. Friends are part of the 
glue that holds life and faith together.”

This applies to church life too. When we’re 
annoyed by some aspect of congregational 
life or caught in conflict with other members, 
it’s tempting to drift away to another church 
— or no church. Even when all is fine, we 
sometimes let church take a back seat. But 
our bonds with the family of God are “part of 
the glue that holds life and faith together.”
For the sake of the benefits we gain and 
give, may we “hang in [and] stay connected”
with our church family. May we not “walk 
away [or] be distracted, ... be too busy or 
tired.” May we not take one another for 
granted but thank God for this “glue” — even 
when things get a bit sticky! 
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Oct 7th … 8:00 am Trustees Meeting

Oct 14th … 8:00 am Elders Meeting

Oct 21st … 8:00 am Board Meeting

9:00 am Annual Congregational Mtg

The new chairs for the fellowship hall have 
been ordered.  They will be sturdier than the 
current ones and will feature padded seats.  
The chairs will be black to give the basement 
a more modern feel.  This is the final phase 
of the basement renovation project that was 
started several years ago. No General Fund 
monies were used for the renovation project.  
If you would like to donate a chair or two, the 
cost is $20.00 each.  You can indicate your 
donation on your offering envelope or put it in 
a separate envelope and drop it in the 
offering plate.  Donations are due by October 
14th.
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Please mark your calendars for the Annual Congregational Meeting.  The  Meeting will be held on 
October 21st at 9:00 am.  The purpose of the Annual Congregational Meeting is to bring the 
members up to date on the activities of the church and to appoint a new Trustee.  Please plan to 
attend.

Congratulations to Derek and Megan Frederick 
on the birth of their son, Jeran Michael who 

arrived at 2:41 am on 9-18-18.  He weighed 8 
lbs and 11 oz and is 20 inches long. Caragan 

and Ian are super happy not to mention 
grandparents Mike & Lynn Phillis.

4th ... Steve & Joy Singer

7th    ... Dustin & Carline Reiter

15th  ... Cade & Emily Shoff
October 6       ... Lucy Cosma
October 12     ... Marcia Snyder
October 14     ... Ian Frederick
October 19     ... Joe Phillis
October 20    ...  Dan Bartels
October 21    ...  Evan Cosma
October 22    ...  Cade Shoff
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OUR SHUT-INS

Bess Staubs

Pat Kalbfell, (Essex)

Wanda Huston, (Allay)

Ada Bailey

Nita Floor, (Courtyard)

Rorie Reiter

Brenda Schmidt

Bob Shinn

Marty Shinn

Bonnie Vincent

Jack Vincent

Perfect Attendance

(September 2018)

Karen Benson

Beverly Evans

Robin Janofa

Carol Kelly

Grant Kelly

Diana Reiter

Gavin Kelly

Carl Merriman

Judy Merriman

Missy Opsitnik

Gail Lea Phillis

Mike Phillis

Our Nation, Our Leaders,

Our Congregation,  Lost Souls,

Unspoken Needs

Our Missions: Canton Christian Home, 

Elkhorn Valley Christian Service Camp, 

HASTEN, Lifeline Christian Mission, NOAH, 

Northeast Ohio Bible College

Highland Christian Church

Nathaniel Davis (immune system problems)

Bill Wiley (health issues)

Jeanie Wiley (home recovering from cellulitis)

Mary Lou Eberhart (health problems)

Elizabeth Thatcher (health problems)

Jim Webber (heart problems)

Mandy Fitch (dialysis; needs kidney transplant)

Jean Fluharty (health issues)

Tom McKenna (Recovering from 2nd Brain surgery)

Loni Grisez and her Family

Mary Long (COPD)

Gladys Laughlin (health problems)

Nancy Moore (Marty’s sister, back in hospital)

Bob Stein (Marty’s brother, Blossom rehab; death in 
family) 

David Stein (Marty’s Brother, health problems)

SERVING IN THE MILITARY

Joe Phillis & Family, Fort Benning, GA

Joel Newburn & Family, Poland

Kyle Stephenson & Family, Germany

Renee Baker (cancer) 

Rose DiBacco (health)

Richard Faloba

Elizabeth Faloba

Gerald Clunen

Jim Eberhart (health problems)

Steve Singer (blood condition)

Star Vincent (health problems) 

Buster Woolf (health problems)

George Faull (pray for strength)

Carol Baker (cancer, under hospice care)

Larry Floor (cancer undergoing chemo)

Shirley Bartholow (health problems)

Thank you to Lucy & Emma for learning the sound 
system and computers in the last several weeks.  

Thank you to the congregation for your patience as 
they continue to learn.  Both Lucy & Emma have 

done an amazing job so far, and they will continue 
to do great work.  It is always nice to see our young 

people transition into important jobs within the 
church.  A big thank you to Anthony for training 
these girls.  He is a great teacher and has shown 

them the ropes.  Your dedication and commitment 
hasn't gone unnoticed.

“The more we pray, the more we come 
to the heartbeat of God.”

—Richard J. Foster

Another successful Hobo 

Dinner was held on Sept 29th at 

the home of John & Dorothy 
Faloba.  Over two dozen 

attended to enjoy the Good 

Food, Good Weather and 

Great Fellowship !  Thanks John 

and Dorothy for hosting it !



The Wednesday night youth bible study group had a busy August. We had a 
group of people that went swimming at the Kelly's cottage at Guilford Lake.  We 
had a picnic along with swimming and fun.

On August 16th a group of about a dozen people went to the Salem Community 
Theatre to see the musical "Happy Days".  The musical was excellent and we 
had a lot of fun.

On August 19th we went to the Kelly's cottage and had fun swimming and eating 
a lot of pizza before school starts.        - Dorothy Faloba
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Dear Phillips,

Your thoughtfulness meant so 
very much.  Thank you so much 
for all the prayers, cards and 
thoughts of our family at the 
passing of my brother, “Kayo” Bell.  
Thank you, Also, for the beautiful 
vase of flowers.  I miss all of my 
Christian friends.

Nita Floor and Family

We at Phillips Christian Church are undertaking a 
Mission Project for Red Sands Mission School in 
Winslow, AZ. Red Sands is part of Lifeline 
Christian Mission.  We will be collecting hats and 
gloves and making no-sew fleece throws. (This is 

similar to the project we did a couple of years ago.)  The project begins October 7th and 
will continue until November 18th.  The items needed are:  hats, gloves, and of course 
donations to handle shipping, etc.  If you would like to participate in this project monetarily, 
please indicate on your offering envelope “Red Sands”, or put your donation in a separate 
envelope and drop it in the offering tray.  Our project includes the entire congregation.  
Work days and some evenings will be announced.  Most of all we will need prayers.  As Mark 
Stier from Lifeline reminded us in his sermon on September 23rd, prayer is needed in every 
endeavor.  Please keep this project in your daily prayers. 

When troubles come
Have you noticed that things often seem to fall 
apart all at once? It could be a string of financial 
setbacks. First the refrigerator goes out, then the 
car won’t start and then the roof starts leaking. Or 
maybe our relationships break down or our career 
unravels.

What can we do when hardships 

threaten to overwhelm us? 

Peanuts character Charlie Brown said, “I only         
dread one day at a time.” But we can 
do better than that.

We can take a deep breath, cling to 
God’s hand and keep walking, knowing        
that our heavenly Father is always with 
us. 



PHILLIPS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
35459 SALEM GRANGE RD
SALEM, OH 44460
Sheldon Cosma,  Minister
Contact us: Phone:  234-567-7273
Church: 330-332-4467

Email: phillipschristianchurch@hotmail.com
SERVICES:
SUNDAY
9:00 am … Sunday School
10:00 am …Worship 

WEDNESDAY
7:00 pm …Adult Bible Study  & Youth Group

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

www.phillipschristian.orgwww.phillipschristian.org

A prayer for pumpkin people
After Liz Curtis Higgs wrote the popular children’s 

book The Pumpkin Patch Parable, people began 

using her analogies to say a prayer while carving 

their Halloween pumpkins. The pumpkin prayer, a 

Christian alternative to Halloween traditions, 

reminds people of all ages what God has done for 

us. Use it this fall when your family makes jack-o’-

lanterns.

• While cutting off the top of the pumpkin, pray, 

“Lord, open my mind so I can learn new things 

about you.” (See Proverbs 1:7.)

• While removing the seeds and pulp, pray, 

“Remove the things in my life that don’t please 

you. Forgive the wrong things I do, and help me 

forgive others.”

(See Matthew 6:14-15.)

• While making eyes, pray, “Open my eyes to see 

the beauty you’ve made in the world around me.”

(See Psalm 104:24.)

• While making the nose, pray, “I’m sorry for the 

times I’ve turned up my nose at your many gifts.”

(See James 1:17.)

• While making the mouth, pray, 

“Let everything I say please you.”

(See Psalm 19:14.)

• While lighting the candle, pray, 

“Lord, help me show your light to

others through the things I do.”

(See Matthew 5:16.)

After carving your pumpkins, 

display them as examples of 

how God’s love transforms us into new creations. 

(See 2 Corinthians 5:17.)


