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was not a fan ever, yet I 

would disagree. I was a 

fan as long as things 
were somewhat hopeful, 

but I was not invested. I 

mean really if you are a 

fan of any NFL team 

does it not perturb you 
that the players are not 

really fans but for a time, 

for the time that they are 

paid to be part of the 

team. I guess that is why 
I have become a fan of 

college football. There 

just seems to be more 

commitment to the team 
from the players and the 

games are always so 

unpredictable.

Some people are true 

fans. These people 

know every stat from 

every decade for every 
player and not just for 

their team alone but for 

the entire league. They 

will pay a week’s salary 

or more for a ticket to a 
game. And they will 

brave any weather to be 

there to be part of the 
crowd for the event.

Still most fans sit safely 

in the stands cheering, 
but they know nothing of

For the eyes of the Lord 
range throughout the 
earth to strengthen 
those whose hearts are 
fully committed to 
him. 2 Chronicles 16:9 

I used to be a die hard 

Cleveland Browns fan 

when I was in Jr. High and 
High School and even into 

college life; however, 

when the team 

abandoned Cleveland and 

went to Baltimore I 
abandoned the Browns. It 

was somewhat an easy 

transition since I was a die 

hard fan and had been 

dying hard for many 
years. Now that they 

have been back in 

Cleveland for quite a few 

years I have renewed my 

interest in watching them 
from time to time, 

especially when they play 

Pittsburgh (just can’t beat 

watching some very old 
rivalries).

Some would say that I 

sacrifice and the pain of the field. 

I think Jesus has a lot of fans these 

days. Fans who cheer for him when things 

are going well, but who walk away when it’s a 
difficult season.

Jesus was never interested in having fans 
(a.k.a. enthusiastic admirer). When he said 

follow people had to trust him and give up 

everything including themselves. Some 

wouldn’t do it even with Jesus looking them in 
the eyes … literally. 

Kyle Idleman writes in His book, Not a Fan,

these words: My concern is that many of our 
churches in America have gone from being 

sanctuaries to becoming stadiums. And 

every week all the fans come to the stadium 

where they cheer for Jesus but have no 
interest in truly following him. The biggest 

threat to the church today is fans who call 

themselves Christians but aren’t actually 

interested in following Christ. They want to 

be close enough to Jesus to get all the 
benefits, but not so close that it requires 

anything from them.

I concur. The question is: Will you be a Fan 

or Follower of Christ Jesus? Come see on 

Sunday Mornings 10 am at PCC beginning 

mid February why 

You are NOT A 
FAN! 

From One Who is 

‘NOT A FAN’ to 

Another….

MMMMoooonnnntttthhhhllllyyyy    NNNNeeeewwwwsssslllleeeetttttttteeeerrrr    PPPPuuuubbbblllliiiisssshhhheeeedddd    bbbbyyyy    PPPPhhhhiiiilllllllliiiippppssss    CCCChhhhrrrriiiissssttttiiiiaaaannnn    CCCChhhhuuuurrrrcccchhhh,,,,    SSSSaaaalllleeeemmmm,,,,    OOOOhhhhiiiioooo
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A churchless Christian ?

In response to the question “Can I be a 

Christian without joining the church?” someone 

once said it’s as possible as being:

A student who will not go to school. 

A soldier who will not join an army. 

A citizen who does not pay taxes or vote. 
A salesman with no customers. 

An explorer with no base camp. 

A seaman on a ship without a crew. 

A businessman on a deserted island. 
An author without readers. 

A tuba player without an orchestra. 

A parent without a family. 

A football player without a team. 

A politician who is a hermit. 
A scientist who does not share his findings. 

A bee without a hive. 
-Author unknown  

We will be starting our Bible study on 
Wednesday nights in Ecclesiastes on February 

18th. This class is for teens and adults and we 

will have a separate class for elementary 

students where they can catch up on school 

work, listen to a short devotion or work on Bible 
memorization and have a chance to either 

participate in a game or craft. However, in 

order for all of this to take place we still need 

volunteers for the elementary crew. This will be 
a very flexible time that you can spend with 

these kids to show them the love of Christ.  If 

you would like to help, please contact Sheldon.
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Our Congregation, 

Our Nation, 

Unspoken Needs,

Lost Souls 

Northeast Ohio Bible College 

Nathaniel Davis (immune system problems) 

Bill Wiley (being treated for migraines)

Sophie Null (3 years old, cancer surgery to remove          

as much of the tumor as possible)

Linda Ro (losing weight GI problems) 

Mckenzie Smith (ICU Cleveland kidneys failing, her 

infant son, Malakia, is doing better)

Jim Keck (Salem ICU pneumonia) 

Margaret Greier (health problems)  

Paul & Gwen Clunen (health problems) 

Ray Esterly (prostate cancer) 

Maxine Vincent 

Jay Lafferre (surgery due to Parkinson’s showing               
improvement) 

Mary Lou Eberhart (kidney problems) 

Kathy Taucher (ALS, Akron General, complications 

due to a fall)  

Jeff Strange (please pray that treatments are 

successful) 

Burt Sutter (cancer) 

Kim Bergman (kidney cancer that is resistant to 

treatment)

Deb Phillips (cancer) 

Bill Yeager

Bev Evans (knee replacement surgery) 

OUR SHUT-INS Jim Dorsey; Bess Staubs;  Pat 

Kalbfell;  Bob Bryan; Dorothy McFadden;   

David Phillis; Margie Bell; Martha Crookston

SERVING IN THE MILITARY

Tim Huston; Joe Phillis; 

Ron Walling ;  Paige Wyss ;

Joel Newburn, Germany;

Kyle Stephenson;

Clinton Barnhart



FEBRUARY CALENDAR

February 8
th     … 8:00 am Elders Meeting 

February 12
th … 6:00 pm Women of Christ Valentines Nite 

Out at Chef's Table Restaurant in Lisbon.

February 15
th … 8:00 am Board Meeting

February 18
th … 7:00 pm Bible Study/Elementary Youth 

Group resumes

February 19
th … 10:00 am Stitches and Giggles -Boardman 

We will be going to Boardman on February 19 

at 10 am with our first stop at the new location 

of Hobby Lobby. Next we will be stopping at 

Pat Catan then to lunch.   After lunch we will 
be going to the Valley Marketplace Farm 

Market with over 20 vendors! Bring coolers for 

meat. Note: If United Schools are closed then 

we won't be going and will reschedule. It will 
be a great time!   -Robin Heestand

Five of us women met on a 
snowy January 29 at the church 

to hear our speaker, Megan 

Frederick. She talked to us about 

what was available for residents 
of our county through her job at 

The Columbiana County Board of 

Developmental Disabilities. She gave us some 

information that we can pass on to anyone we 

know who may need those services in our 
area. Megan also talked about her job and 

duties for her clients. We thank Megan for her 

time away from her little ones to tell us about a 
great program and how it works in our county.

We will be having our Valentines Night Out on 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 at 6 p.m. at the 

Chef's Table Restaurant in Lisbon (same 
place as last year). Anyone wanting to come 

and enjoy some good Christian fellowship sign 

up on foyer board for reservations.

A discussion about sponsoring a few "Easter 

Baskets" for a few needy families in the 

area was agreed upon and Dorothy Faloba 
will head that project up. Information will be 

forthcoming in the bulletin in March.

We discussed our Easter Egg Hunt we usually 

sponsor for the community in April. Several 

ideas were discussed and we will talk with 
other women of the church to get their input.

Keep warm and cozy............and see you at 

church Sunday!     -Diana Reiter

‘Stitches and GigglesStitches and GigglesStitches and GigglesStitches and GigglesStitches and GigglesStitches and GigglesStitches and GigglesStitches and Giggles’’’’’’’’
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In Memory of Longtime PCC member 

Gail L. Phillis, Sr.

WHEN TOMORROW STARTS WITHOUT ME

When tomorrow starts without me,

Please try to understand

That an angel came

And called my name

And took me by the hand;

And said my place was ready

in Heaven far above

And that I'd have to leave behind

All those I dearly love.

I know how much you love me,

As much at I love you

And each time that you think

of me, I know you'll miss me too,

But when I walked through

Heaven's gates, I felt so much

At Home, for God looked

Down, smiled at me,

And told me "Welcome Home.“

So when tomorrow starts without

Me, Don't think we're far apart

For every time you think of me,

I'm right there, in your heart.



Dear Phillips Christian Church,

Thank you to everyone who help in any way 

with the service and delicious luncheon for our 
Father’s funeral. Also, thank you for the many 

cards, food, prayers, calls of concern before 

and after the passing of our Dad. His Church 

was very near and dear to his heart and he 

would have been so happy at how nice 
everything was for him. You all were very 

special to him during his lifetime being a 

member here and raising his family at Phillips.

We are going to miss our Dad and are so sad 

about his sudden passing. He missed Mom so 

much, but knowing he and Mom have received 

their reward in Heaven and been reunited 

there, is priceless to us. Dad always talked 
over the years about what it would be like 

walking on those "streets of gold" and now he 

has found out walking them with our Mom.

For all you do or did........Thank You.

The Gail L. Phillis, Sr. Family

Gail Jr., Rick, Diana, Mike, Jerry, Janet and Scott
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Feb 3  ... Jack Vincent, Sr., Gail Phillis, Jr.,          
Jerry Phillis

Feb 5  … Bill Wildman

Feb 6  … Mike Phillis

Feb 8  … Glen Huston

Feb 11 … Scott Phillis

Feb 15  … Jack Vincent, Jr.

Feb 17  … Kaylie Shinn

Feb 21  … Martha Crookston

Feb 28  … Tom Miller, Clyde Floor

Little Lambs: Gavin Kelly, Grant Kelly

Little Angels: Missy Opsitnik

Curious Kids: Kaleb Shinn, Lucy Cosma,   

Emma Jenkins, Kristie Dennison

Jr. High: Anthony DiBaggio , Kaylie Shinn

Teens: Mike Phillis, Cody Opsitnik, Ali 

Opsitnik, Dom DiBaggio*, Emily Cosma

Loyal Sons & Daughters: Bob Shinn, 

Sheldon Cosma, Tom & Linda Miller, Lynn & 

Brenda Schmidt, Rorie & Diana Reiter, 

Dorothy Faloba, Ben Fowler, Don & Wanda 
Huston, Ada Bailey, Gail Phillis, Jr. *, Bill 

Snyder, Carl & Judy Merriman, Robin Janofa, 

Bill Yeager, Bev Evans, Ellie Wright, Bill Kelly

Happy Anniversary !

Feb 10...Don & Wanda Huston

Feb 14 … Bill & Jeanie Wiley

Feb 19…Bill & Missy Opsitnik

Feb 26…John & Chris Toalston



Save the Date!

Upcoming revival 
with 

Dick Chambers …

Sunday, March 29

through 

Wed, April 1

PHILLIPS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
35459 SALEM GRANGE RD
SALEM, OH 44460
Sheldon Cosma,  Minister
Contact us:
Phone:  234-567-7273
Church: 330-332-4467
Email: phillipschristianchurch@hotmail.com
SERVICES: SUNDAY
9:00 am … Sunday School
10:00 am …Worship 
6:xx pm …. Teen Youth Group

WEDNESDAY
7:00 pm …Adult Bible Study  & Youth Group

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Website : phillipschristian.org
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