But when the kindness and
love of God our Savior
appeared, he saved us, not
because of righteous things
we had done, but because of
his mercy.

We just came off a week of
traveling over 1800 miles
through 6 states. It still amazes
me the amount of ground that
can be covered with modern
transportation.

| like to travel ... not necessarily
the process of traveling ... but
more the arriving at new
destinations. | have been to
places where once was enough
and to other places that a
moment or a day or a week was
not enough to take in all the
wonder.

| don’t know about you but | do
not always enjoy the journey in
this life, but when you have the
right traveling partner the trip is
always better. | have always
had my Kim Kim before |
received my first GPS device
the Tom Tom years ago. My
Kim, my beautiful wife, has
always been my car buddy and
navigational partner. l am so

dependent on her that when she is with me | do not even have to think about where
to park ... she will tell me ... sometimes over and over again. Take that Tom ( and now
Siri) you have nothing on my Kim.

The best thing about my Kim, though, is that she has not only helped me navigate the
metropolis of Salem, OH and its surrounding territories, she has been my constant
companion to get me back on track with life, love, and our Lord. Sorry, honey, that | am
not always the best conversationalist when traveling, but | am glad | have you as a
traveling partner and most of all | am glad we have Christ who clearly puts up with our
bad driving.

You have to know no matter the weather or the journey this holiday season that traveling
conditions are never better than when Christ our Savior travels with you wherever you
go in life. The journey is only part of the adventure ... the destination that will take us an
eternity to discover all of its wonder awaits us as God's children.

In His mercy he has given us the greatest gift of any season ... salvation.

Traveling Mercies to You All
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
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Christmas can be a difficult time for people whe a v
hurting or grieving. In the 1860s, poet Henr #
Wadsworth Longfellow had reason to despai $% &
America was at war with itself, his son was sewere '

wounded in battle and his wife died in a fire. Tinst #
Christmas after his wife’s death, Longfellow wrote )&

“How inexpressibly sad are all holidays.”

Three vyears later, on Christmas Day 186 &) ( +
Longfellow penned a poem that later became tige

song 1 Heard the Bells on Christmas Day’ The

lyrics move from despair to hope — and, thanks

Jesus so can we.

. . Perfect Attendance
And in despair | bowed my head. (November 2017)

There is no peace on earth, | said! Family FUNday School
For hate is strong, and mocks the song John & Karen Benson, Jenna Crum,

. Ben, Kim & Eli Fowler, Robin Janofa,
of peace on earth, good will to men! Carl & Judy Merriman, Bob & Marty
Shinn, Cody Opsitnik, Missy Opsitnik,
Gail Phillis, Jr., Marcia Snyder, Jack
& Bonnie Vincent

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
God is not dead, nor doth he sleep!
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,
with peace on earth, good will to men!
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We will be caroling to our shut ins on Sunday, Dec.10th at 1:30.
Meet at the church at 1:15. It's always a good time and they
appreciate our visits! — Robin Heestand



